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1 11 e you » laid Pg me to 


Publiſb this, entitle me to your Pro- 


 tectzon ; and that honeſt Zeal, for the Inte- 
reſt of Religion, and for the” Honour and 


Eſtabliſbmeni of this Nation, which is ſo re- 


markable in you, as it peculiarly qualifies on 


for a Patronage to a Diſcourſe of this Na- 
ture, ſo does it with-hold me from the thoughts 
of begging. elſewhere what from JO I; may 
juſtly claim. 

But there's a further reaſ on that hana 
me to lay this at your Feet; and that is this. 
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Becanſe to yon (Generous Sir) I ſtand indebted. 
for my Liberal Education; and therefore T 


could do no leſs than WF up to mw 1 © 
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than ungrateful toa P erſon, to whom Jou hawe 


J am too conſcious to my ſelf of the reaſon 
I have to diſtruſt iny own Performances, to 
be fond of appearing in Print: But when 1 


conſider, that had 1 declined to make my ſelf 


thus publick, I ſtould hade miſsd of (what a 
grateful Perſon ought to ſeek the opportunity 


of making an Acknowledgment as publick as 
your Kindneſſes to me have been Great, lam _ 
the leſs unwilling to appear abroad: For Thad 

rather be thought troubleſome to the Publick, 


enabled me, without any thin go Complement, - 
to ſubſcribe my. ſelf,” as with the utmoſt 
ſenſe of Gratitude J here do, 
„ 
Vour moſt Humble ang 


for ever Obliged Servant, 
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SERMON 


For Reformation of 


MANNERS 


ROM. XIII. 2, 4. For Rulers are not a terror to 

good Works, but to the Evil. Wilt thou then not 

5 afraid of the Power? Do that which is good 
and thon ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame. 

For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for good: But 
if thou do that whichis Evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the Sword in vain: For he is "the Mi- 
niſter of God, a revenger to execute Wrath upon 


him ib doth Evil. 


HAT contrary Extreams ſome 
Men's Intereſt, or the heat of Diſ- 
putation, did, in our late times, 
carry them into, with relation to 
the Authority of Princes, is too well known, to 
need any more than juſt hinting at; while ſome 


8 
would have Monarchy to be ſuch an immediate 
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and unconfined Delegacy from God, as that to 
limit it by Laws, would be a ſort of High Trea- 
| ſon againſt God himſelf; and according to whom 
the States of any Country could be little better 

than tolerated Factions: While others were for 

bringing Princes down to the LeveloftheSubjett;, 
making Government a Compact between Equals, 

according to which every falſe ſtep would be on 

both ſides, in a manner, equally Puniſhable. 

I ſhall not at preſent attempt the diſcuſſing 
of this Queſtion, which is nice in the Determi- 
nation, and odious in either extreme; nay, 
which, in my mind, cannot be touched upon 
without giving Umbrage to one fide or other: 
Since Subjects are ordinarily apprehenſive, that 
Princes have a deſign to abuſe their Power, when 
they ſee perſons (as they always apprehend) put 
upon (ſtretching it in defending it: And Princes 
again have the ſame Reaſon to imagine, that their 
Subjects are weary of their Governours, and gall'd 
with their Yoak, when, by their Arguments, they 
are reducing an Authority, which they thus give 
broad ſigns, they would gladly throw off. 


What Ideſtgn then, is to take away this Queſti- 
on, and not to examine it afreſh; or, rather to 
point out a way for the compoſing the matter, 
to the ſatisfaction both of Prince and People, 
inſtead of wrangling it out in Diſputes, that 
are like to be endleſs. For, I cannot but think, 
that this Controverſy might, by univerſal Con- 
ſent, 
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| ſent, be: Determined; nay, and that in Favour 
of the Prince, as much as, a good one can de- 
fire, would but Magiſtrates in general anſwer the 
end of their Inſtitution, and conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charge the Duties of their Office: F or, who would 
queſtion but that Magiſtrates were ſacred, when, 
they ſaw them act ſacredly? Who would but 
look upon Princes as Gods upon Earth, when like 
the Almighty they ſaw them uſing their Power 
themfelves, and deriving it to others, in order 
to eſtabliſh Virtue, and diſcourage the contrary ? 
When they beheld them alſo ſetting ſuch an Ex- 
ample, as might enforce and lead the way to 
their Authority? 

Such Acting as this Would effectually put an 
end to thoſe Diſputes, which wrangling Argu- 
ments only tend to perpetuate z for thus the Sub- 
ject would not have room left ſo much as for 
a Thought to wiſh his Sovereign's Authority leſs, 
much leſs for an Argument to prove, or an En- 
deavour to make it ſo; whilſt he ſaw, that the 

greater it was, the more good it did; the more 
abſolute, the more univerſally it was beneficial. 
And this Method our Sovereign hath both wiſe- 
ly and piouſſy pitched upon, to eſtabliſh his juſt . 
Authority. He is for making the Intereſt of 
his People his Aim, and for chewing himſelf 
truly a Miniſter of God to them for Good : A 
thing which he makes appear, notonly by aflert- 


ing the Libertics of the Nation, but by endea- 


vouring the Reformation of it. 8 
B 2 12 


ct 


* 


"8 


— 


— ˙ ͥ 


A Sermon for Reformation of Manners. 


4 


Exil. 


the Good of the Community, in the reſtraining 


it according to its deſign, to the Retrieving the 


And truly, in theſe his endeavours to root out 
thoſe Vices, which have over- run us and threaten 
our Ruin, he does directly anſwer the end of So- 
vereignty ; which Reaſon it's ſelf, and the A- 
poſtle, in the words of my Text, inform us to be 


Evil, and Encouraging Well-doing. 


Nulers ( faith our Apoſtle ) are not a Terror to 


Good-works, but to the Evil. Milt thou then not be 
afraid of the Power? do that which is Good, and 
thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame : For, (as he adds) 


He is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good. But if 
thou do that which is Evil be afraid; for he beareth 


not the Sword in vain : for he is the Miniſter of God, 
A revenger to Execute wrath upon him that doth 


Now my preſent deſign from thete words, is to 
uſe my endeavours, in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of God, and in purſuance of the Pious De- 
ſign of his Majeſty in his Proclawation tor Refor- 
mation of Manners to ſtirr up all thoſe here 
who are in Authority under him, to make uſe of 


Virtue of the Nation, and to the driving Vice into 
Corners. 
And in Order to do this, I fhall proceed in this 
Method. 
I. Firſt, Vil ſhew the Obligation, that from the 


Nature and Deſign ot Magiſtracy, lies upon all in 


Authority, to oppoſe themſelves to Vice, and to 
encourage Virtus. 


TY 
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II. Szcordly, Tl enquire in what manner, and 
by what methods, Magiſtrates may moſt ſucceſ- 
RY SE. oi. 

III. Thirdly, IIl ſhew the abſolute Neceſlity of 
; their Immediately applying themſelves to this ſo 
= . Cool a work; from the conſideration of the de- 

: praved State of the Nation. IE 6 

IV. And L:f#ly, that this diſmal proſpect of the 
1 Vicious State of the Nation may only convince us 
; all of the Neceſſity of a reformation, and not diſ- 
= courageany from it, as a thing Impracticable; I'll 

ſhew the preſent j uncture to be ſich, as promiſes 
a wiſht for ſucceſs to prudent and reſolute Endea- 
© yours... 
I. And 1 to ſhew, from the Nature and de- 
ſign of Magiſtracy, that there's a ſtrict Obligation 
upon all in Authority, to promote Virtue and re- 

ſtra in Immorality. By 480 

Now tho this be a Truth, that is undeniably 
aſſerted by our Apoſtle in the words of my Text; 
where he tells us that the Ruler is a Miniſter of God 
for Good, and one who ought to Give Praiſe to 
them that do well: That alſo He is a Miniſter of 

God as to Evil too, A Revenger to Execute wrath, 

[ or inflict Penalties ] hon him that doth Evil. 

Jet to make the Truth (if poſſible) ſtill more 

affecting, I ſhall ſet it in another Light: And 

what from the Authority of Scripture already ap- 
pears, ſhall from the nature of Government ſhew 
this to be a Duty unqueſtionably Incumbent upon 

Magiſtrates, viz. to Encourage well-doing and 
Suppreſs the Contrary. POT That 
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That government was Inſtituted for the good. 
of the Community, is a Truth not to be conteſt- 
ed. Twas to make that ſociety ſafe, which the 
nature of Man hath made neceſſary to him. Twas 
defign'd to give ſecurity to the Publick that That 
Truth, Peace and Righteouſneſs ſhould be kept * 
up among Men ; which where they are wanting, 
ſocicty muſt of courſe be diſſolved, as being worſe 
than ſolitude. | | ts 
Now ſince tis too plain, to want a proof, that 
the Immoralites of a Nation ſtrike at that ſociety, 
which Government was deſign'd to cement, and 
tend to render that Social life Impracticable, which 
this was Inſtituted to be a ſecurity to ʒ it neceſſarily 
follows, that the Reaſons of Government, even 
in its Original Deſign , require that open vices 
and Immoralities, ſhould be reſtrain'd, and con- 
ſequently it is apparent, that thoſe Magiſtrates are 
notoriouſly wanting to their Duty, who 
ſuffer theſe to appear without Check, and un- 
diſturbedly to ſpread their Infection, and ſap the 
Foundations of Civil Society. Lanes L 
But further, Governours have generally been 
lookt upon as in the Place and Capacity of Fathers 
to the ſtate, and as ſuch, are obliged univerſally 
to conſult the Advantage as well as bare ſafety of 
the Public. Hence they cannot juſtly think that 
they have acquitted” themſelves of their whole 
Duty, when they have only ſo far ſecured ſociety, 
as to make it Tolerable. No, they are farther 
obliged to all thoſe methods, which may exalt 
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the Reputation of the Nation abroad ; which 
may confirm the Strength and Sinews of it ; and 
ſo make it both Reſpected and Fear d of men, and 
ſecure of a Protection from Cod. 

Now all this can no other way be done, but by 


encouraging virtue and Diſcountenancing Vice, . 14. 


For tis Righteouſneſs alone, that can effectually 1 
exalt a Nation; whilſt Sin is not only a Reproach, 
but a weakening o any People. Tis the virtue of a 
People that Unites ny cements them; while vice 
makes men giddy, and weakens them by divi- 
ding. 

Again, The Courage of a Nation tends to make | 
it fear d abroad, and conſequently more ſecure at 
home. Now the Righteouſneſs of a Nation tends. 
to make the inhabitants of it Couragious, by 
removing the reaſons of the fears of Death ; 
whilſt vice at once enervates their Bodies, and by 


wounding their Conſciences diſpirits their Minds. 


And thus whilſt the Wicked flee when no man pur- Prov. 28.1, 


ſueth; the Righteous are bold as a Lyon. 

Finally, the Riches of a He are none of the 
ſmalleſt Strengthenings of it, Money being the 
Sinews of War, and that Nation being ordinarily 
the likelieſt to end a War with advantage, which 
is able longeſt to maintain it. Now fecure but 

the virtue of a Nation, and you make 1t Rich :: 
For Induſtry, Temperance, and F rugality are the 
moſt inexhauſtible Mines, and make the certaineſt, 

if not the moſt ample Returns to the Publick : 
whilſt Luxury Prodigality and Idleneſs are con- 
_ tinually 
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tinually prey ing upon it, and dayly tending to 


enervate by Improveriſhing it. 
It certainly then belongs to thoſe, whoſe bu; 
ſineſs it is to conſult the Good of the Publick, to 
take effectual care to Exalt that Virtue in a Na- 
tion, which we ſee ſo naturally tends to exalt the 
Publick ; To ſet themſelves alſo carefully to ſup- 
preſs thoſe Immoralities, which beſides that they 
certainly Rob us of all Title to the Divine Bleſſing 
and Protection, do thus naturally tend to Divide, 
to Diſpirit, to Weaken and Impoveriſh us. 
But farther , Since God is the Supreme Lord 
| and Governour of the whole Earth; Since all Au- 
ö thority is Lodged in him as its Source, and from 
| | him derives it {elf to Men; who, in what Capacity 
ſoever, and with what Reſtrictions ſoever they 
Exerciſe any dominion over their Fellow-crea- 
tures, are ſo far to be lookt upon asGodsMiniſters,as 
it is evident that they joyn with, and act under that 
univerſal Providence of his, which governs the 
World. Hence again Magiſtrates, when they be- 
hold themſelves inveſted with the Honourable 
Character of Miniſters of God, ought to remember 
withal , that as ſuch, they are unqueſtionably 
bound to conſult the Honour of that ſupreme 
Ruler, whoſe Miniſters they are. 
= And ſince notwithſtanding that it be true, hat 
| 7 35-6» if we Sin we do nothing againſt God. Nor if we be 
7 ' Righteous give any thing to him: Since our Wicked- 
_ meſs can only hurt a Man as our ſelves are, and our 
Righteouſneſs profit the Son of Man. As Elibu ob- 
E ſerves 
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ſerves Jab 35. 6,'7,8: I Hy fince notwithſtand- 


ing this, God does in Scripture repreſent fin as. a 
thing odious to him, and reſents it as an Affront 
to his Authority: Hence Magiſtrates ought to 

ſhew their Zeal for the Honour of that God un- 
der whom they act, in oppoſing themſelves to 


the Progreſs of Immorality, and in Endeavour- 


ing to promote, Virtue and Religion. A Duty 
this, which they Evidently owe to that Supreme 
Lord, from whom all Authority derives itſelf, 


and from whom, when juſt and lawfull, it de- 
duces its ſanction: A Duty conſequently , 


which thoſe that are wanting in, have reaſon to 


apprehend that God ſhould call them to a ſevere 


account for their Neglect of. 


Finally, ſince as Magiſtrates were ordained for 


«the n in that Order, which 


is neceſſary for their Peace and Happineſs; ſo 


Laws were enacted to be Rules and Common 


meaſures, whereby, in order to the attaining this 
end, ſubjects ought to regulate their behaviour, 


and ſquare their actions: Since hence again it 
appears that Magiſtrates are by their Office Over- 


ſeers of the Laws, enforcers of their Authority, 


and as it were the very Souls and Life of them: 
And ſmce alſo *tis evident that we have Laws 


in Force, that are directly levelled againſt all 


open Immoralities: Hence tis clear, both from 


the nature of our Laws themſelves, and from 


that obligation to execute them, which Magi- 
ſtrates are both ſworn to, and which reſults from 


. the 


tion, and that they cannot neglect it without re- 
fuſing to back the Laws, i. e. in effect, with- 
out abjuring their Authority. pb ” 
II. And now ſince I have mentioned our Laws, 
thoſe common Meaſures, on one hand, of the 
Authority of the Magiſtrate, on the other, of the 
Subjection of the People; I need not be at much 
trouble in doing, what in the Second Place I 
proproſed to do; viz In enquiring into the 
methods, according to which Magiſtrates may 
moſt Succeſsfully attempt the Reformation of 
the Nation. 55 
Theſe very Laws have chalk'd out the way 
to them; and that with that Wiſdom, that the 
propoſed End may beſt be attained, as well as 
Ought to be endeavour d after, according to 
them. [Ns pes OH 
And Theſe direct to bring open Offenders to 
condign Puniſhment, and in the mean time to 
encourage and countenance Thoſe whoſe Zeal 
for the Honour of God, and the Good of the 
Publick puſhes them on (tho at the expence of 
ſome trouble and ſometimes unjuſt Odium) to 
be aſſiſtant to the Execution of the Laws, by 
Informing againſt and proſecuting otherwiſe 
Incorrigible Offenders. 
\ Theſe again as they require an Execution of 
their ſentences ; ſo an Impartial one too. It by 
5 no 
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no means becomin: 


Laws to be, what Salon | * 
obſerved they uſually were who uſed to ſtile T4 in 


them State-Cobwebss ſich as entangle the . 


ſmaller Offenders, but which are broken through 
by thoſe Greater ones, who yet moſt deſerve 


Puniſhment, becauſe their Ill Precedents are al- 


ways moſt dangerous. 3 
Theſe finally, where they forbid Immora- 
lities in all, where alſo they charge it upon 
Magiſtrates to ſee that they be not committed 
by thoſe under their Authority and Inſpection; 
are to be looked upon as much more to pro- 
hibit them in Magiſtrates themſelves, nay all 
that but borders upon them: and this, that Ma- 
6 may not ſuffer in their Authority, nor 
e rendred unfit for the reſtraining others. For 
A vicious Magiſtrate either will not dare to 


ſtrike at vice 1n others, Leaſt thereby he ſhould 


wound himſelf; or if he does, the Penalties he 
Inflicts will hardly anſwer their end: for while 
the offender ſees him ſevere upon thoſe very 
Vices that he practiſes himſelf, He'll be apt to 


Imagine that he acts as he does, rather to Engroſs 
vice, than to Reſtrain it. * 
Theſe particulars I touch upon, not to teach 


this Audience, but as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 2 Pet. I. 
12. only to put yon in Remembrance of what 
you know already. And I ſhall not detain you 


in Infiſting upon theſe things, becauſe as I am 


confident you want no Directions, that I can give 
you; ſo I am perſuaded that neither is it neceſ- 


; C2 ſary. 
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ſary to Inculcate theſe things to you, In order to 
enduce you to ſet in earneſt S that, which 

F you are ſenſible is your Indiſpenſible Duty, and 

| 5 which, if you conſider the Circumſtances of 

the Nation at this time, will appear a Neceſ- 

—_ ſary one. CCTV 

; . III. Now if (what Thirdly I propoſed) we 

1 look into the Condition of the Nation, and ob- 

= - ſerve the ſtate of Morals therein; The reaſon 

| for a Vigorous Bending all forces. towards the 

[ ſuppreſſing Debauchery and raiſing Diſcourag- 

| ed Virtue: Appears; And all muſt needs by this 

view be Convinced, that 1t is high time to en- 

deavour to ſtop that Inundation of Vice, which 

threatens to {weep away our People and Na- 


0 10D. | 2 
| Ass tor Virtue and Religion, they are at fo 
* low an Ebb among us, that (what Vice uſed to 
0 do ) they ſculk and are aſhamed to appear: 
= They are ſo unfaſnionable, that even thoſe , 
F | who have conſcience enough to be Virtuous, 
f have hardly Courage enough to appear openly 


to be ſo. For Men can hardly now do well 
without hearing ill tor it; and he that will be 
true to his Virtue and Conſcience in all places, 
j {hall hardly eſcape the Cenſure of an IlI-bred 
Perſons and Probably {hall have his Piety,though 
unexceptionable, ſtiled Bigottry or Fanaticiſm. 
Whilſt on the other hand vice and Impiety have 
| gained that Credit, that they ſcorn that Covert 
| which formerly they dar'd not venture out of: 
1 | PUTS They 
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They Have obtain d a ſort of Reputation ia the 


World, as if they were eee and are conſe- 


3 more Infe 


ious for being thought 
0. 


bluſht at are common among us; Theſe appear 
» * a | ' 
open and barefac'd and as it were Brave the 
Government. OL ; 
Witneſs that fooliſh and uncivil, as well as 
impious Cuſtom of Common-Swearing (in the 


firſt place which makes a Jeſt of one of the S- 


lemneſt acts of Religion; And wh ch by apply- 


ing that Holy Name, which the Pſalmiſt tells us 


is Excellent in all the Earth, to things Trifling and 
Ridiculous, does in effect make a Jeſt of God him- 
ſelf. A Crime which is now grown ſo univertal 
among us, that ſcarce any Rank of Men is whol- 
ly free from it: So open, that in our very ſtreets, 


the God whom we all pretend at.leaſt to adore, 


is Publickly Aﬀronted. Fo 9 

I wiſh this Evil ſtopt here, but alas (as is 
no wander) it hath Led the way to Perjury; 
and we have now ſo frequently Oath point- 
blank againſt Oath in our Courts, that to deter- 
mine cauſes, the way ſometimes ſeems to be, 


rather to poll the Witneiles, than ſcan the Evi- 


dence. _. i 


Again how ſtrange ſoever it may ſeem in a 
Chriſtan country, and among perſons that pro- 


leis a Religion that obliges us univerſally to wiſh | 


Well 


N r are the vices, that thus Obtain among us, 
thoſe of the ſmaller fize ; even ſuch as Heathens 


Pſ.8.1. 
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| Rom. 12. well to all, and even to pray for our greateſt Ene- 
j me mies; yet is it notogious that Cutſes and im- 
©” precations are grown ſcandalouſſy common a- 
mong us. They are made by modiſh perſons 
the ordinary expreſſions of Indignation; and 
ſeem ſo incorporated into our Language, that one 
who would write an Exact Grammar of it, as it 
j is now ſpoke by thoſe who would, be reputed 
| _ perſons of Faſhion, muſt range Curſes among our 
Common Interjections. e 19 
Nor are theſe Curſes which paſs ſo currant a- 
mong us Diminutive ones; They are, for the 
moſt part, ſuch as create Horrour in the Hearers, 
ſuch alſo as Include Blaſphemy againſt Cod. 
For many of the moſt common ones are ſach as 
ſeem to Imply, that God is ready to proſecute 
our cauſeleſs reſentments with the Deſtruction. 
both of Body and Soul of the ( often but Im- 
maginary ) Offender; They (if they have any 
meaning) Suppoſe him, who is goodneſs itſelf, 
to be ſuch a one as hes at the Catch to damn his 
Creatures upon every Invocation to do it. 
Nor is that Brutiſh Vice of Drunkenneſs leſs 
frequent and open among us. It hath in ſpight 
of the Laws of our Religion, which threaten 
it with Dammation; In defiance of thoſe f 
the State,which puniſh it with 'ſhame and other 
Penalties In ſpight of Nature too, which 
Nauſeates, and Loathes the exceſs ; and of Rea- 
ſon which withdraws, as not being able to bear 
the preſence of it: I fay, in ſpight of all theſe 
| e 1 Bars, 
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Bars, it hath brought it {elf into Faſhion, — | 
mong perſons of all Conditions is too too Com- 
mon. 3 ee e 
The. Spartans of old thought, That only to 
ſhew this vice was enough to diſcredit it ; and,, rant 
therefore we are told, that to deterr their Chil- Leg. 
dren from.it, they uſed no other method than to 
force their Slaves to drink to exceſs, and then to 
bring them forth, thus diſguifed; to act the Brutes 
before them. This method might do then, but 
among us Chriſtians it will not; who ( to our 
ſhame muſt it be ſpoken _) are falFn as much be- 
low thoſe honeſt Heathens in our Morals, as we 
are got above them in our Knowledge: A fad 
Inſtance of which ( methinks ) this is, That ma- 
ny of thoſe among us, who profeſs to beChriſtians, 
and are Gentlemen, are not aſhamed Voluntarily 
to expoſe themſelves by that Unmanly excels, 
which the Spartar's Servants, tho' Heathens as 
well as Slaves, wanted a whip to be driven to. 

I wiſh I might make a ſtand here. But alas! 
this vice, I laf mentioned, goes not alone. It 
hath, in great meaſure, help'd to bring thoſe 
pieces of Uncleanneſs into faſhion, which as the 
Apoſtle tells us, ought not to be even Named a- 
mong Chraſtians : Which now are grown ſo fre- 
quent among us, that I am perſuaded that the 
Liberties, 0 the Ancient Heathens took in 
theſe particulars, were not greater and more 
ſhameleſs than thoſe of this Nation. 1 9 . 

Finally ( and which is the Natural Conſe- 

K quence 
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quence of the ſ preading of ſo many open vices 
among us )a Contempt of all things Sacred has 
_ overipread us; which frequently ſhews it ſelf 


in thoſe Irregularities of which our Laws take 
particular Cognizance, © © © . 

For Inſtance, thoſe Holy Days, which in Re- 
meigbrance of our Saviour's Reſurrection, The 
Church all along, even from the Inſpired Age of 


the Apoſtles, hath agreed todevote to the Solemn 


Worlkip of God ; are by abundance of Perſons 
opcnly Protaned, and to the apparent Prejudice 
of Religion and Piety, ſpent in excels and Riot. 


Nay I wiſh I might not add here, That Deiſm, 


and downright Atheiſm too gain ground among 
Us. But alas! tis not to be denyed, that from 
acting, in ſo many particulars, as if there were 


no God, many begin to take up Principles ſuit- 


able to their Practice; and ſometimes openly 
ſcoff at, and make a Jeſt of thoſe Fundamental 
Articles, not only of Chriſtianity but even of 
Natural Religion, which they have long ſince 
given the Lyc to by their Scandalous Behaviour. 

Such as this is the Condition of the Nation; 


and which makes its caſe ſtill worſe, vice hath 


contracted that Forehead, that it derides Re- 
proof, and will be awed by nothing but Terror. 
Upon which account, The Nation hath reaſon 
to fear the Divine Vengeance againſt it, tor ſo 
many. and thoſe ſo Crying fins ; And ſo much 
the rather, becagſe God's methods to amend us 
have hitherto cen ineffe&uat! His Judgments 


— 
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not having taught us Righteouſneſs, 1 nor his 
late Great Mercies won us to our Duty. On the 
Contrary, the only Return, that many ef us have 
made to God, for his Late Reſcuing our expiring 
Liberties, being this; that we have taken a more 
unbounded Liberty in fin : The only mark of 
Thankfullneſs to him, for the Perſervation ot 
the Reformed Religion among us, being our 


Sinning more Scandalouſly in the midſ of that 
Light that it affords us. 


And now let any one Judge, whether theſe 
Circumſtances are not ſuch as call for an Im- 
mediate and Vigorous Application of Authority, 
to the Reforming ſuch a People as this is; and 
whether this view, that we have taken of it, 
gives us not reaſon to look upon our Nation as 
a ſinking one, and to run to it's Succour as ſuch. . 
am ſure all who think and conſider, muſt ſuf- 
ficiently fee the neceſſity of bending all Endea- 
vours towards the Reforming what other-wiſe the 
hatred God bear's to Sin, and the Natural Ten- 
dency of Sin to Ruine a' People, do aſſure us, 
cannot long be preſerved. + 
Nay, I am afraid leſt the Debauchedneſs of che 
Nation ſhould to ſome ſeem ſuch, as is got to too 
great a head to be oppoſed; and conlequentiy 
that they ſhould think it advifable to ſit ſtill,” 
and _ themſelves thoſe fruitleſs, as well as 
troubleſome methods, which now too late (they 


think ) are applyed to a nem, that hath 


reached the Vitals. g 0 i 
That then this Melancholy Proſpe, ahich- 
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vie have been taking, may not Prove too much; 
and inſtead of only convincing of the neceſſity 
of applying authority to the reforming our Na- 
tion (Which was my deſign by laying it open 
ſhould diſcourage from attempting it as a thing 
imprafticable.- H ß,, 0h HT 
IV. I Now. proceed, in the fourth and laſt: 
place, to repreſent to you the Favourableneſs of 
the preſent Juncture, for the carrying on Suc- 
ceſifully ſo necellary as well as good a Work. 
Tis Solomon s Obſervation, That to every thing 
there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every purpoſe under 
the Heaven. /Ecclefog boo . 
There are thole. favourable” conjunctures, 
which: as it were invite to, at other times, im- 
practicable undertakings; and which remove the 
- rubs, and make plain the way. to a Succels, at 
another Seafon, hardly to be hoped for. And 
ſuch a one as this is now before us in order to a 
Reformation, as to which many - concurring eir- 
cumſtances give a good Proſpect: And if not a 
certainty of Succeſs, yet ſuch a Probability, as 
that it would be a Reflection upon a Miſe-Man, 
not to. fee the Favourableneſs of the oppor- 
tunity z as that it would be alſo an Unpar- 
danable Indifference in a good. Man, not to be 
willing to hazard thereupon his endeavours, 
tor the Honour of God, and the good of his 
Religion and Counter 
And the firſt; thing that ſeems to promiſe 
ſucceſs to preſent Endeavours for a Reforma- 
tion, is, That Vice and Profaneneſs ſeem to 
15 | | have 
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have attained: their d they have reached their 0 


full growth, and conſequently a Criſes one way 
or other muſt be looked for. 
The Generality of Mankind, who think not 
for . themſ&lves, but follow the directions and 
Notions. of others, do generally move with a 
Violence, that is Natural to things Impell'd. 
Put them in a Right motion, and they continue 
to move beyond the Point they ought to ſtop 
at: Like a Pendulum they ſwing beyond the 
Center ; nor do they apprehend that they have 
out ſtep d the Mark fil they are gone ſo far; that 
to Common ſenſe it is Notorious; and then 
they of Courſe are diſpoſed to return, and want 
but a Gentle Thruſt to make them do it. | 
Now much ſuch as this ſeems to have been 
the caſe of this Nation. It had in the late 
times purſued the ſcent of Reformation'of Go- 
vernment both in Church and State, fo far that 
it at laſt broke all in Pieces; and under a pre- 
tence of Zeal for the Publick 'Good, thoſe things 
were done, which made the moſt Unthinking 
Perſons ſenſible they had gone too far. The Na- 
tion upon this was diſpoſed to tack about, 'and 
wanted only an Impulſe to ſet ita moving; And 
when it had this, it turned ſhort upon itſelf, and 
undid at once w Hit ir had been long a-doing. 
Thus far all was Indifferently well 3 But for- 
aſmuch as the” former Miſcarriages Hack been the 
effecx of an Inconſiderate Zeal for Reformation 
_ of. things, in Church as well as State, and ſo 


mae feemed to have had a hand in our Con- 
| - D 2 | fuſions: s . 
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fuſions: Hence unthinking Perſons, WhO could + 
not, and impious ones, who would not Diſtin- 
uiſn the conſequences of a blind Zeal, impell'd 
y deſigning Men, from the Natural ones of True 
Piety, even threw the blame of all upon Reli- 

gion; and to be revenged on that, have ſince 
that time, been openly propagating Vice, and 
corrupting our morals. e OthC 

Now partly from the 1mpious Endeavours of 

{uch Men as theſe to Debauch the Nation; Part- 
ly alſo from the Natural Inclination that is in all + 
thoſe, who move not upon firft Principles of 
their own, To much as by the impreſſions that 
they receive from others, to run from one ex- 

treme to the other ; it hath come to paſs, that 
while Men have been blindly endeavouring to 
{hew themſelves no bigots, they have acted as 
if they had no Religion: And to ſhew them- 
ſelves far enough from being Hypocrites, they 
have ſo behaved themſelves, that he muſt have 
a very large degree of Charity, who can be- 
lieve they had any Conſcience at all. Now 
hence Immorality and Licentiouſneſs have obtain- 
ed ſo far that the Nation in general is Debauch- 
ed.; and now at laſt we are ſenſible of the Di- 
ſtemper, now tis grown to a heat. 

Now this is what makes me think a Refor- 

mation. at this time more practicable ;, for from 
the other extreme of Bigottry and Hypocriſy 
the Nation hath reached that of open Profane- 
neſs ; And Viee is riſen to that Height, that 

it: maſt determine one way or other; either 


which 
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( which-Godcavertt.): in our Ruin, or ( whieh:if * 
we are not wanting to our ſelves, we may now | 9 
hope) in a univertal Reformation. The Nation 
ſees at laſt whitherit is arrived, and apprehends 
' the Ill-conſequences of this unhappy extreme in- 
to which it is run. And now it ſeems: to want 
but an impreſſion to determine it towards (but 
a well Governed one to fix it in) that Virtue 
and Probity, which by inconſiderately flying from 
Hypocriſy, it hath deſerted. — | 
And as Vice its being riſen to its Height and 
come to. a. Criſfs, is one fort. of intimation that 
this Tide of Iniquity may now be ſtem'd, it we 
immediately ſet our (elves to oppoſe it: fo the 
Endeavours that have been, and ſtill are made, 
by ſeveral. Perſons in many parts of the Kingdom 
in order to reform it; the Societies for Re- 
formation, I mean, which are. now carrying on, 
and l hope with à Succeſs, in ſome meaſure, Pro- 
portionable to their good delign : Theſe (I fay ) 
give another encouraging Proſpec to thoſe in 
Authority; they invite them to. ſtrike in with 
the Favourable Juncture, and to apply them- 
ſelves to a work, that begins. to do it {elf to 


their hands. > 4p „„ 
At leaſt, what Aſſiſtance ſoever the Magiſtra E 
may hope for from theſe Private efforts, which 
where they are prudently managed may be co 
ſiderable ; yet thus much certain Encouragment 
the. Magiſtrate. has from them, to apply his 
Authority to this good. work: That theſe Motions 
of the Nation ſhew. that it is rĩipe for a Vigorous 

ieee | 88 applica- 
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application ;- and that the ſore is fit to be Lanced, 
ſince the Humours begin to ſtir, and endeavour 
to cleanſe themſelves by Fermentation. 
But, which is ſtill a more Encouraging Cir- 
cumſtance, for where authority leads the way, 
'Reformations of all kinds make both the ſafeſt 
and quickeſt Advances, His Majeſty appears 
Zealous in the buſineſs, and, as becomes one to 
whom under God we owe the Preſervation of 
our Religion, he endeavours, by Reforming us, 
to keep it from being in vain that he reſcued 
to us the liberty of Profeſſing a Religion, which 
he now uſes his Authority to bring us to Pra- 
ckiſe. en 
Nle looks not on himſelf as enough an Aſſertor 
of our Laws and Liberties, till he hath given 
Life to thoſe Laws in particular, which are 
Levelled againſt Immorality, and by this means 
hath treed us from a Slavery to Vice: He thinks 
himſelf not yet a compleat defender of the 
True Reformed Religion, till he hath Reformed 
From their Immoralities thoſe that Profeſs it. 
And in order to this, He hath Recommended 
this Aﬀair to the Particular Conſideration of our 
Parliament, hath given it in charge to his ſeveral 
Miniſters, to ule their Endeavours toward a 
Reformation ; And by his Proclamations exhorts 
and commands all to put to their Helping hand, 
particularly thoſe in any Authority; who as they 
Hold their power in a Subordination, under him, 
ſo under him would he have it turned againſtthoſe 
Debaucheries, which Reflect on His Honour in 
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ing on Gods; And which weaken and Sap the 
Foundations of that State, which, as becomes a 
Nurſing Father of hrs People, he ſhews he looks 
upon himſelt obliged to exalt, as well by Righ- 
teouſneſs at Home, as by Arms abroad. 

Subordinate Magiſtrates then may now with 
greater Author apply themſelves to this 
neceſſary Affair: They are backt by the Power 
that gives Motion to their Authority : They are 
not now inDanger ofDiſguſting thoſe above, while 
they enforce the Laws againſt Debauchery; nor 
of Affronting their Sovereign, while they Puniſh 
the Vices of his Subjects. 

And what a bleſſed Effect, at ſuch a time as 
this, when the Nation ſeems to be awakening, 
the ood, Example of fo Grert a Prince, and the 
beholding the Efforts which, Lam Confident, we 
do not, fhall not, in vamexpect from him in Pur- 
ſuance of that Reformation which he ſo piouſly 
recommends to thoſe under him ; I ſay, what a 
mighty Influence a good example, of ſo much 
Authority, may have upon the general Endea- 
vours of the Nation, one cannot ſo caſily deter- 
mine in Particular, as Ai ny be ſure it will be 
conſiderable. 

Theſe een geen (beſides«that particular 
Bleſſing of God, which is never wanting to 

help on ſuch Noble Endeavours as theſe are) our 
Magiſtrates now have to ſet chearfully about the 
work of Reforming the Nation: And all theſe 
Cireumſtances concur to proiniſe that Succeſs , 

N All Goad-Mei — but wiſh; and which, 
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in their ſeveral Stations , they ought to endea- 
vour after: And therefore I cannot but hope 
that the Favourableneſs of the Juncture, for do- 
ing that with Succeſs which we all cannot but 
{ce muſt be effected or we are in Danger of being 
ruined, will enduce our Magiſtrates at this time to 
exerc their Authority in this Pious Work, to 
which the Nation, to which His Majeſty, to which 
God himſelf do now more immediately call them. 
But Magiſtrates cannot do all themſelves how 
Zealous ſoever they are in the Diſcharge of 
their Duty: For though they are God's Miniſters, 
yet while they have Authority from him, they 


have not that diffuſive Knowledge, that Oni. 


nipreſence, that extenſive Power which are re- 
quiſite to make them Sufficient of themſelves to 
overlook, to reſtrain, and puniſh all that offend. 
They mult then be aſſiſted by others in the Ex- 
ecution of their Authority or elſe its extent will 
be but too ſmall ; and unleſs others will Inform 
againſt. Offenders, we cannot expect that many 
ſhould be Corrected. 

It Lies then upon the reſt of the Nation to 
be Aſſiſting to the Authority of it; and all in 
general, where they perceive theſe Troublers 
of the Nation, viz. Vicious and Debauched 
Perſons, if the gentler Methods of Reproof will 
not amend. them, ought to bring them forth to 
that Publick Shame and Puniſhment that may Re- 
ſtrain them. 

I know indeed that the Name of an lformer 
lies under an Odium, and in ſome * 'tis true, 


it 
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it deſerves it: For many times Pefere a Perſoti 


can impeach another, he muſt have been a Vil- 
lainhi mſelf, and have born a part in the Crimes 


of which he- Accuſes the other. Some times 


again,; the Offence may be ſmall, or the Offender 
may have been betrayed into it by yIgnorance, or 


Surpriſe, or ſome ſuch like thing, which Extenuates 


the fault; in which caſes he T-ems ſo far to de- 


ſerve: Favour, that he, who without any per- 
ſonal Obligation to do it, Plays the Informer, 
can hardly be looked upon as acted by any 0- 
ther Motives, than Buſineſs, Avarice, or Malice. 
In theſe and ſuch like Caſes to be an Kiel 
is baſe ; but otherwiſe it is not ſo: And Par- 
ticularly, to Inform agaiaſt Incorrigible Vice, is 
ſo far from being ſo, that, on the contrary, tis 4 
thing truly Honourable : Tis a neceſſary piece of 
Service to the Publick, and a direct Duty that we 
owe, both to our Offending Brother, who is thns 


to be reclaim'd, and to God himſelf , whoſe 


Honour 1s thus to be vindicated.” 

And as all ought to be Aſſiſtant to the Magi- 
ſtrate, in bringing open and otherwiſe Incor- 
rigible Offenders to that Puniſuhment, which 
themſelves make neceſſary; ſo muſt T particularly 


Addreſs my ſelf to you of the Gentry 
preſent, that you would, in a Diſtin gttiffi'd AA ng. 


ner, put to your helping Hand to this 115 Noble a 
Work, of reſciting out Nation from its Vices, : 


and ſo from Contempt and Ruin. 


F mean not alone by bringing Offenders. to 


Cordign Puniſhment, Which“ others may do as 


E well 
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well as you; tho' in this too you ought to bear 

your ſhare of the Burden, thereby to convince 
thoſe by Inſtance, who are not ſo capable of 
apprehending Argument; That to Inform a- 
gainſt the Crying Vices of the Nation is not 
Diſhonourable, ſince Perſons of Honour are not 


aſhamed to do j...... 1 
But you, Gentlemen, may do more than this 
towards the Reforming others, and therefore 
ought to do it. For tho, as Gentlemen, you are 
not properly Magiſtrates ; yet have you in general 
an Authority lodged in you, by your Condition 
in the World, which will give a more than or- 
dinary Influence to your Endeavours ; tor whom 
People depend on, as many in one Reſpect or 
other do on you, the. Counſels and Reproots of 
theſe they will Reſpect: And whom they look 
up upon as Honourable, the good Examples of 
theſe they will be Ambitious of following. 
You are Capable then of doing much good upon 
theſe accounts, if you will; and that thence 
you ought to do it, if you look upon your 
ſelves either as Chriſtians or Gentlemen, you 
cannot be Ignorant. . For Chriſtianity obliges 
you to look upon every Capacity to do good, as 
a Talent that ought tobe improved, becauſe it 
ſhall be accounted for. And if you only regard 
your ſelves, as Gentlemen; That Houourable 
diſtinction that the Nation has given you, ob- 
liges you to conſult the Honour of your Coun- 
try, ard, by promoting Righteouſneſs, to endea- 
Your to exalt it. Nay, 
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; *Nay, which ought duly to be conſidered, the 


Circumſtances of the Nation are ſuch as abſol ately 
want your Interpoſition,and bur by your Helping- 


Hand, it refuſes to be brought into order. 
Vice 1s grown Faſhionable, and while it con- 


\ 


tinues ſo, it will not eafily be Reſtrained: Now: 
 'tis from you that the Laws of Faſhion take 


both their Beginnings and Alterations; And the 
Common-People. obſerve how you generally 
Practice in order to take their Eſtimates what 
to admire, what not. Do you then but univerſally 


Diſcourage Vice, and it will grow out of Credit; 
and when it hath loſt the Countenance of Cu- 
ſtom, it will ſlink into that Darkneſs that beſt be- 


comes it. 


Whereas, on the contrary, while to take an 
unbridled Liberty is Jooked upon as genteel, and 


to own no Reſtraints of Conſcience in Words or 


Actions, a piece of Modiſhneſs and Breeding; in 


vain will Magiſtrates arm againſt what is thus 


kept in repute, and in ſpight of Laws, which un- 


der your Protection they will hope eaſily to break 
through, the generality will be more Ambitious 
of Appearing like Gentle men than of being 


To Conclude all; The Nation is extremely De- 
it's Honour and 


bauched, and therefore, fo 
Safety, it ought to be Reformed : It ſeems Diſpoſ- 


ed for being ſo at preſent, and therefore there 


wants not Encouragement to ſet about Reforming 


it. Magiſtrates as Miniſters, of God, and enfor- 


cers of the Laws, (to which they are Sworn ) are 


obliged 
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4 bod a Work And all in oi, who relpect. 
FT. hemas Miniſters of Cod, ought ta think it t both, 
_ a Duty and Honour to be aſſiſtant to them in it. 
3 Let us All then joyntly put to our Hands to a. 
5 Work which is both Honourable, Pious, and Ne- 7 
355 ceſſary; and which, if ſucceſsfily carryed on, will 
crxalt our Nation to a Height, that Will make it 

reſpected by its Allies, and feared by its Enemies. 
Nay, which is ſuch, chat the bare Sins in 
it, though (which God avert) fruitleſs as to the 
publick, ſnall by no means fail of a Recompenſe, 

but ſhall aſſuredly turn to the Account of thoſe, 

who ſhall but have Endeavoured to ſtand in the | 
Gap, and preſerve a Periſhing Nation: Who for 

- Labouring in the Work of their Heavenly Father, 
ſhall, by Him, be amply Rewarded; and for ſeck- 
ing to turn many to Righteouſmſ 75 e . as 
the Stars, for ever and ever. © 5 


N ow to God. the Father, God the Soi, and God 
of be  acribed all Glory, Ge. 
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hed: Miniſters of God, ought to think it boch 
a Duty and Honour to be afliſtant to them in it. 
Let us All then joyntly put to our Hands to a 
Work which is both Honourable, Pious, and Ne- 
ceſlary; and which, if ſucceſsfully carryed on, Will 
exalt our Nation to a Height, that will make it 
reſpected by its Allies, and feared by its Enemies. 
Nay, which is ſuch, chat the bare Pudeär0frs in 
it, though (which God avert) fruitleſs as to the 
Publick, ſhall by no means fail of a Recompenſe, 
but ſhall aſſuredly turn to the Account of thoſe, 
who ſhall but have Endeavoured to ſtand in the 
Gep, and preſerve a Periſhing Nation : Who for 
Labouring in the Work of their Heavenly Father, 
ſhall, by Him, be amply Rewarded; and for ſeck- 


ing to turn many to Raghteouſmcſs, hall 2 5 as 
the Stars, for ever r and ever. 


Now to God the Father God the Son, and God 
the Boy Gholk. he aſcribed all Glory, Oc. 


